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Stefan Leist, from Köniz (BE), completed a 
commercial apprenticeship at the Berner Kanton-
albank (BEKB) from 1997 to 2000 and obtained 
his federal vocational baccalaureate in 2001 
(2000–2001). He then worked as a junior finan-
cial adviser at BEKB until 2003.
From 2003 to 2008, he studied economics at the 
University of Bern; at the same time, he worked at 
VZ VermögensZentrum. He subsequently worked 
as an assistant at the University of Bern, where he 
obtained the title of Doctor of Business Adminis-
tration (Dr. rer. oec.).
In 2012, he joined the Short Term Economic 
Analyses Division of the State Secretariat for 
Economic Affairs (SECO) as a research associate, 
where he became Deputy Head in 2016. From 
2017, he headed the Labour Market and Social 
Policy Analyses Division, and from 2022 he was 
also Deputy Head of the Economic Policy Directo-
rate at SECO. Since March 2026, Stefan Leist has 
been Deputy Director of the Fiscal Policy, Fiscal 
Equalization, Financial Statistics Division at the 
Federal Finance Administration.
He is married and has three children.


